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extremely light, does not remain quiet, and moves on the
right side of my body.' When the grandees of Persia were
made aware of these circumstances, they suspended the
royal diadem above the head of the mother of Shapur, and
girded, according to custom, their loins in her service.
Some assert that Hormuz was aware of the pregnancy of
the lady, and that the astrologers and soothsayers had
spoken thus to him: ' From thy loins a son will issue, who
will inherit the kingdom, will subdue potentates and rebels,
and will for a long time administer civil and military
affairs.' On this account Hormuz is said to have left in-
structions to the ministers of the country to pay allegiance
to his promised son.

In short, only a brief time had elapsed after the demise
of Hormuz, when a brilliant star, endued with a coun-
tenance like the sun, and a mind like Jupiter, made its
appearance on the firmament of nobility. That glorious
infant was, with the consent of the grandees and nobles of
the kingdom, named Sh&pur; the coins were struck, and
the Khutbah was read [in mosques] in his name. The
Amirs and nobles, as well as the officers of the army, -went
daily twice to the palace, arid the wazirs administered the
government as usual. On that occasion the rumour spread
in the surrounding countries that, there being no sovereign
in Persia, the inhabitants are the subjects of an infant, who
is as yet in the cradle. Therefore the rulers of adjacent
countries coveted the realm of Eran. Arrogant leaders
among the Arabs, Kihnis and Turks, but more especially
the tribe of A'bdulqais, began, on account of its vicinity, to
plunder the country, so that the flame of the wickedness of
the Arabs was for some time blazing in Persia; but when
Shap-ur had attained the age of [only] five years, his intelli-
gence and generosity began to manifest themselves.

The details of this statement are as follows: When the
royal prince happened at that time [i.e., the age of five
years] one night to be awakened by the noise of a crowd,
he asked for the reason of the tumult, and was told that it
arose on 'account of passengers from opposite directions